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Sacramento Area Plug-in Electric Vehicle

Collaborative R

October 9, 2018

Comment Letter to CEC for: Docket No. 17-EVI-01 “Block Grant for Electric Vehicle Charger Incentive Projects”
Electronic Submittal-on line

Dear Mr. Fauble and CEC members:

On behalf of the Sacramento area Plug-in Electric Vehicle Collaborative (PEV Collaborative), | want to start by thanking
you for selecting Sacramento County as the focus area of one of the CALeVIP Incentive Programs. Our collaborative
members are very excited about this great opportunity, and are prepared to assist and support the successful
deployment of this program. This incentive funding will further assist Sacramento, the region, and the state in meeting
EVSE charging infrastructure needs, gaps and goals!

As you and others are aware, Sacramento County and the PEV Collaborative have been working together for years to
advance electric and zero emission vehicle adoption through strategically identifying locations and charging
infrastructure needs so that chargers are where people need and will use them. It is with the goal that more people will
move to owning an electric vehicle rather than an internal combustion vehicle. Additionally, we appreciate the
opportunity to share our comments and provide input on the Block Grant for Electric Vehicle Charger Incentive Projects
Program.

Many of the comments below were shared at the Sacramento Public Workshop September 11, 2018. As was mentioned
at the Public Workshop, the CALeVIP incentive will be used with other incentives available to leverage all resources and
investment to the greatest amount possible. This incentive investment in Sacramento will help to develop replicable
models that can be implemented across the region and state. It is with this in mind that the PEV Collaborative offers the
following comments.

1. Incentive Amounts: While we appreciate the $14m block grant amount and acknowledge the large amount of
this funding, local experience has indicated how quickly funding can be spent on EV charging infrastructure
projects. Recognizing this, the proposed rebate amounts on a project-by-project basis are extremely low and not
likely to garner the interest the program seeks to achieve. As presented by Bill Boyce from SMUD, planning costs
alone can be in excess of $300,000 with site agreements, pre-planning and the like. SMUD is currently offering
$100,000 rebates on DC Fast Chargers and there have been only a few to utilize this incentive. SMUD incentives
and the CALeVIP incentives will certainly be stacked with any other incentives available. We recommend
significantly increasing the incentive amounts for both Level 2 and DC Fast Chargers in order for this program to
be fully subscribed and utilized as desired by the AB 8 legislation.

2. Credit card/chip readers: Please keep this as part of the product requirements. There are still many individuals
that do not have a smart phone, and please ensure there is an option for those using pre-paid cards.
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